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Festival Highlights
Expanded children’s activities, a theatrical debut, and a reunion of old

friends  were just some of the highlights of the 22nd annual Festival for the Eno.
The Festival, held each Independence Day Weekend at West Point on the Eno,
concluded with a record crowd on the Fourth of July.

More than 37,000 people attended the Festival over its three day run.  As
usual, Festival-goers were treated to a delightful smorgasbord of the best
crafts, food, and performers that North Carolina has to offer.  Despite the incon-
venience of a two day break mid-Festival, most all of last year’s artisans were
back to enjoy the music, camaraderie and spirit of the Eno. Their booths lined
the paths, offering everything from homemade jams to sculpture, furniture and
clothing. The sunlight filtered through diaphanous fabrics and stained glass,
bounced off jewels and precious metals, and reflected through air heavy with
the aromas of funnel cakes and curries.

In the Children’s area, new additions and returning favorites offered
education, entertainment and activities to kids of all ages.  Of particular pride
to the Festival was the new Creekside Environmental Education area, organized
by the Eno River Association’s Environmental Education Sub-Committee.
Located just across the road from the Otter Stage, the Creekside programs pro-
vided fun, interactive activities which highlighted the biology and geography of
the Eno River ecosystem. New Hope Elementary teacher John Waszak and his
5th grade students exhibited and explained their collection of amphibians
indigenous to the Eno.  The Haw River Assembly lent their Stream Habitat table,
which highlighted the invertebrates one might encounter while participating in

the E.R.A.’s soon-to-be-launched “River Watch” project. The impact of pesti-
cides and run-off were explained in Schoolhouse of Wonder’s Watershed
Model. Volunteers Sue Monahan, Mary Ellen Ackerman, Larry Bohs and Holly
Reid constructed a gigantic hands-on mural which encouraged kids to identify
different animals that live in and around the Eno.

At the Otter Stage, Jim Alberti’s Flea Circus was back after missing last
year’s event.  Alberti, who comes from a long line of flea impresarios, operates
the only remaining flea circus in North America and performed three shows
daily to delighted crowds. Solar Village Institute again provided clean solar
energy in the children’s area, generating more than enough power  to supply
the stage and the flea circus.

The Spoken Word Stage hosted it’s annual assemblage of North Carolina’s
finest writers and storytellers including: Nasdijj, Katy Munger, Barry Saunders,
Pamela Duncan and Joe Miller.  A first was achieved as a new stage work,
Wisteria, by acclaimed playwright John Justice, debuted at this years Festival.
With a musical score by Jon Shain, and a full cast featuring Clyde Edgerton and
Taz Halloween, Wisteria drew a large and enthusiastic crowd.

On the music stages: long time Festival favorites such as the Badgett
Sisters and John Dee Holeman were back again, twenty-two years after their
first Festival for the Eno performances.  First time Festival performers also drew
rave reviews.  Large crowds greeted the performances of the legendary
Amazing Rhythm Aces, banjo virtuoso Tony Trishka, and returning native
Johnny Irion with Sarah Lee Guthrie.  They were joined on-stage by the
Carbines.  The performances of Saffire- the Uppity Blues Women and the
young cajun band Balfa Tourjours, brought the dancers to their feet.  Returning

artist Christine Kane showed why she is rapidly gaining mainstream populari-
ty with a great performance that drew a very large crowd to the Meadow.

By far though, the most anticipated act was the Wednesday performance
of Mike Craver, Bill Hicks and Jim Watson. As long time Triangle residents  well
know, Mike, Bill and Jim were early members of the highly lauded Red Clay
Ramblers and performed at many of our early Festivals. Over the years, the
three individually departed the band to pursue their own projects. Their
“reunion” on the Grove Stage at this year’s Festival was their first public per-
formance together in fifteen years.  

The threat of afternoon showers did not deter the throngs from arriving
early to stake out a good spot for the day’s entertainment. Space for seating was
at a premium throughout the morning and by the time Robin and Linda
Williams began at noon, there was hardly a patch of ground available.  

Craver, Watson and Hicks did not disappoint. They delivered a rousing
and sweet performance, featuring many of their most familiar tunes including
“Fourth of July at the County Fair”, and “Hobo’s Last Letter”. The passing of
time had not diminished their collective abilities and their performance was
tight, their harmonies dead-on, and they seemed to be having a mighty fine
time.  The set ended with a sing- along as Robin and Linda Williams and Libby
Hicks joined the guys and the crowd sang as well, swaying as much as the lim-
ited space would allow.

The kind support of the News and Observer and Wellspring Grocery
helped ensure ample publicity for the Festival.  This helped both attendance
and volunteer recruitment. Thanks to the dedication and energy of the Festival’s
incredible volunteers, the event ran smoothly at all times.  The stadium park-

ing lots filled early on Wednesday, but the volunteers did an excellent job of
diverting cars to the reserve lots.  The trash and recycling crews ensured that
not only did we continue to divert 85% of our waste from the landfill, but the
park was clean and neat by Thursday morning.  T.R.O.S.A. (Triangle Residency
Options for Substance Abusers) continues to provide labor for the moving and
building of stages.   Thanks to their generous help, the stages were disassem-
bled and stacked within a week of the Festival’s close.  T.R.O.S.A. is involved in
the Festival in other areas as well.  This year they served chicken dinners in the
food court, staffed a non-profit booth, and performed on the Meadow Stage. 

The success of this year’s Festival is a testament to the talent and
abilities of the E.R.A.‘s membership, and of our support within the community.
Everyone associated with this great event should be proud of our accomplish-
ments, and content in a job well done.  We are already looking forward to next
years Festival, which will be held July 4th, 6th and 7th.   We hope to see you
then.

-Greg Bell, ERA
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FESTIVAL MAJOR SUPPORTERS
City of Durham Parks and Recreation
Department
County of Durham
Durham County Sheriff’s Department
Eno River State Park
News & Observer
North Carolina Parks & Recreation
Department
Solar Village Institute
Wellspring Grocers

FESTIVAL CONTRIBUTORS
Altrusa International Of Durham
Belly Revelations
Betty Grant
Bob Warren
Bruce & Jessica Pitner
C. T. Wilson Construction Co., Inc.
Caroline Long
CCB
David & Barbara Sanchez
David & Beverly Moser
Dickinson Restorations, Inc.
Dr. Madeline J. Serrano
Durham Regional Hospital
Elizabeth Grant
Freudenberg  Nonwovens
Frog Hollow Canoe Rentals
Georgiade Riverbend Farm
Grace Cox
Grapevine Print & Design. Inc.
Hallie & Larry Bohs
Jennifer & Brian Vosburgh
Jim Box
Joe Miller
Karen McLachlan
Katy Munger
L.E. Bagshawe
Linda & Henry Scherich
Main Street Clinical Associaties
Margaret Tiano
Marshall Resources
Matt Hoover
Mission: Training
Monica Hunter, DDS
Mr. & Mrs. James Mold
Patricia Kohler
Patrick & Patricia Vincent
Pearson  & Jean Stewart
Peter Wood
Planmar Consulting, Inc.
PSNC Energy
Redeye Distribution
Richard Keena
Robert Meyers
Shaw Coatings, Inc. (ASK)
Stella
Tecan US, Inc.
The Zimmerman Group, Inc.
Tom Melby
Townsend Bertram & Co.

W. Calvin Horton
Walter Benson, MD
Westfield Homes NC
Wilson Angley

FESTIVAL INKIND CONTRIBUTORS
Ninth Street Bakery
Accent Construction
Alchemy Designs
Amy Eagles
Ancient Fire Glass Studio
Ancient Images
Aromatics
Ashley Roukema
Azalea Graphics
Beadiful
Bill Philips
Blaine Avery Pottery
Bread & Butter Custom Silkscreening
Camera Graphics
Campbell’s Ceramic Supply
Carlson Wagonlit Travel Agency
Carolina Courage Soccer
Carrington Middle School, Durham Co.
(ASK)
Chaos Shibori Clothing
Charles Cecil Collection
Chesapeake Bagel Factory
City of Durham
City of Durham Parks & Recreation
Department
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Costco
Country Meadows
Craven Allen Gallery
Crone’s Throw Pottery
Custom Designers Jewelry
Dancing Dragonfly Pottery
Dave Owen
David Harris
DK Clay Pottery
Duke Union Craft Center
Dulcimer Dan & the Blue Skies Band
Durham Bulls Baseball Club
Durham Convention & Visitors’ Bureau
Durham Hilton
Durham’s FOX 50
Dye Nation
Earth Dance Pottery
Frog Hollow Boat Rentals
Gagik Gasparyan
Galia Goodman
Gayle Rancer / Jewelry Designer,
Metalsmith
Geometrix
Grant McNichols
Great Outdoor Provision Co.
Harriman Jewelry.com
Haw Creek Forge
Haw River Assembly
Heartsong Artworks
High Water Clays. Inc.
Hmong Needle Works
Home Depot
IA Digital Works
Image Associates
Independent Weekly
J Mann Studio
James Hill
Jean Styles / Simple Pleasures

Jennifer Westmoreland
Jewelsmithe
Jim Davis
Jim Thompson
Jon & Reyna Upchurch
Kanika Artiste Doll Co.
Kathleen Master
Kathy Whitley Pottery
Kid Sister
KONTEK Systems
Lamplight Creation Handwovens
Land’s Creek Jewelry Design
Lebanon Fire Department
LisaBdot Originals
Liz Turner
Loretta Wenger
Marshall Art
Mary Holt
Metal Creations
Miss Annabelle’s Jams and Jellies
Mobile Communications
Moonridge Leather
Mostly Pastels - Bill Gramley
Nancy Redman Pottery
Nature’Spirit
Nell Chandler
Nello Tear
New Hope Elementary School, Orange Co.
Nnamdi African Origins
North Carolina Museum of Natural
Sciences
North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Division
North Mills River Pottery
Orange County Volunteer Center
Pearson Music
Phoenix Mt. Inlaid Jewelry
Rachel Smith Pottery
Robin Original
Sam K. Pratt, Woodworker
Sarah Howe
Satisfaction Bar & Grill
Schlotzky’s Deli
Schoolhouse of Wonder
Silver Lining Screen Printers
Sliding Dovetail Woodworks
Southwest Airlines
Spectator Magazine
Spericles of Rare Device
Splash Creations
Stanley Woodworks
Summer Breeze
Summertime Cruises
Sunshine Design
Swann Forge
Terry Massey
The Jewel Foundry
The News & Observer
The Umstead Coalition
Thoresen Pottery
Tidewater Fibre  Corp
TLC Jewelry Designs
Tom and Bonnie Franklin
TROSA (Triangle Residence Options for
Substance Abusers)
Two of  A Kind Jewelry
Uncle Woody’s Soap Co.
Unique Batik
Van Dyke Pottery
Verizon Wireless

Vital Connections
Volunteer Center of Greater Durham
Wake County Volunteer Center
Water Choice, Inc.
Weaver Street Market
WildWood Farm
William Scotsman Trailers
Wilson Litho
Wolfe Camera
WRAL – TV5
WXDU
WXYC
YepRoc Records

ADVANCE TICKET OUTLETS
Townsend Bertram & Co., Carrboro
Barnes & Noble, Cary
Great Outdoor Provision Company Outlets
in Durham

Winston-Salem
Greensboro
Raleigh

Lu-E-G’s, Hillsborough
SchoolKids Records, Chapel Hill
Regulator Bookshop, Durham
Wellspring Grocery in

Raleigh
Durham
Chapel Hill
Cary

Hyphen Coffeehouse, Fuquay-Varina
Beggars & Choosers, Pittsboro
McIntyre’s Fine Books, Pittsboro
Henry Daniel Clothier, Roxboro

Thank
You


