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Greetings friends, 

I am elated to be writing to you as the 
new Executive Director of the Eno River 
Association! 

I moved to Durham from Western 
Pennsylvania late in the spring of 2000, 
and early that summer I met the Eno 
River. My dog, Kansas, and I walked 
the trails, waded the river, and kayaked 
between the West Point Mill and Sennett’s Hole. Kansas is gone, 
but the Eno remains a constant for my family. Now I walk the 
trails, wade the river, and kayak with my daughter, Josie. Durham 
is our home, and Eno has our heart. 

As I told the Eno’s Board of Directors during our introductory 
conversations, this opportunity to lead Eno is a personal and 
professional coup. Recalling my childhood days of tree climbing, 
creek walking, rock collecting, and animal watching; my teenage 
years of river rafting, spelunking, rock climbing, and leading 
the environmental club; then working as a cultural and natural 
history educator, ropes course facilitator, and Executive Director 
at Durham’s Schoolhouse of Wonder, and so on, I see that 
the path has led me to this role at Eno. There’s nothing more 
important to me than preserving natural spaces for the plants, 
critters, and people who need them.

Mine is a story that must sound very familiar to fellow 
supporters of the Eno River Association. I imagine we share 
a history of exploring a river or creek near our childhood 
home, of walks in the woods during a change in season, and 
of friends, family, and pets with whom we walked those trails. 
I look forward to hearing your stories of the Eno, and working 
alongside you to ensure that this inspiring space remains 
protected, healthy, and magical for my daughter, for you and 
your loved ones, and for those to come. 

Warmly,

Jessica Sheffield     

Our mission is to conserve and 
protect the natural, cultural,  
and historic resources of the  
Eno River basin.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alanna Howard, President
Milo Pyne, Vice-President
David Singleton, Treasurer
Bercedis Peterson, Secretary

Kathy Bonner
Sara Childs
Barbara Driscoll
Carson Harkrader
Helen Kalevas
Joe Liles
Mark O’Neal
Holly Reid
Pete Schubert

Emeritus
Don Cox
Nancy Gustaveson
Duncan Heron

STAFF
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Cover photo by Paul Travis of the 
Matheson Tract, which will become  
part of Eno River State Park

Meeting our Mission – Natural, Cultural,  
and Historic Resource Protection

What is a conservation easement?
Conservation easements are written agreements that protect land for its natural or cultural resource values 
while leaving it in private ownership. As with all Association conservation easement properties, we commit 
to visiting the land annually to ensure that the terms of the easement are being met and the lands and 
resources continue to be protected.

My daughter, Josie, at the Eno

The mission of the Eno River Association is to 
conserve and protect the natural, cultural and 
historic resources of the Eno River basin.  In 2019, 
our land protection efforts hit on every aspect of 
our mission.  With the generosity of landowners 
and support from members like you, The Eno River 
Association in partnership with Orange County 
will conserve over 170 acres of working lands 
conservation easements along tributaries of the 
Eno River and Little River, protecting the natural 
resources through riparian buffers, the cultural 
resources through farmland preservation, and 
historical resources through historically significant 
farm conservation.  

Earlier this year, we closed a conservation easement 
on 77-acres of forestland adjacent to the North 
Fork Little River just over five miles upstream of the 
Little River Reservoir.  This easement protects the 

river by ensuring intact riparian buffers yet allows 
the landowner to manage the forestland.  The Little 
River is not only source waters to one of Durham’s 
drinking supply reservoirs, but also has aquatic 
habitat of state significance.   

By the end of the year, we will close two additional 
working lands conservation easements totaling 
95 acres in the Upper Eno.  The Upper Eno is a 
conservation focus area for the Association because 
it is not only the headwaters of the Eno River, but 
also the Neuse River. Protecting source waters 
helps provide clean, dependable drinking water to 
downstream users such as Hillsborough, Durham, 
and Raleigh by filtering nutrients and sediments, 
moderating water temperatures, and reducing flood 
risks.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Photo of the Matheson Tract by Fred Myers



ENO RIVER Newsletter   |  Winter 2019          54          ENO RIVER Newsletter   |  Winter 2019

December 30th, 1970 – a small announcement 
appeared in the Durham Morning Herald: “A 
New Year’s Hike along the Eno River will be held 
Saturday by members of the Association for the 
Preservation of the Eno River Valley and others 
who are interested…”. The hike began at the home 
of Margaret and Holger Nygard on Cole Mill Rd. 
Margaret recommended “…hikers come warmly 
dressed and well shod and bring an apple or a piece 
of chocolate for energy.” 	

The 2020 New Year’s Day Hike on the Eno will be 
our 50th! It will begin at 2:00 p.m. at the Fews Ford 
picnic area of Eno River State Park with a choice of 
2.6-mile hike or a 5-mile hike led by a crew of Eno 
guides, just like the first one in 1971. Afterward 
there will be popcorn, hot chocolate, and roasted 
marshmallows in the picnic shelter. What we did at 
the beginning of January 1971 has now become a 
national movement in state parks called “First Day 
Hikes”.  1971 also launched the Eno River Winter 
Hike series which continues for our 50th season 
every Sunday in January through early March.

New Year’s Day Hike  
Marks 50 Years

MEETING OUR MISSION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

One of these farms is adjacent to our Lick Creek 
Conservation Easement which will provide additional 
protection to a major headwater stream to the 
East Fork Eno River and Lake Orange, a drinking 
water reservoir for the Town of Hillsborough.  The 
other farm is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and contains a well preserved, rare 
Reconstruction-period I-house (circa 1873) and a 
large intact grouping of agricultural outbuildings 
constructed at various times from 1900 through 
1950.  This project will ensure a historically 
significant farm property will remain as a tangible 
and meaningful link to the small farm culture dating 
from the 1800s.  Protecting this property will 
also help preserve the scenic viewshed and rural 
character of the historic St. Mary’s Road corridor. 

In addition to the generous contributions by the 
landowners, funding from Orange County’s Lands 
Legacy Program, the NC Agricultural Development 
and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, the City of 
Raleigh’s watershed protection program, and the 
City of Durham’s watershed protection program 
(Little River project only) made these projects a 
reality.
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This year has been a time of giving for the Eno River 
Association. Our history is built on ensuring public 
access to high quality natural areas. By the end of the 
year, we will donate a 14-acre tract of land to NC State 
Parks to be incorporated into Occoneechee Mountain 
State Natural Area. The Association will also transfer 
a small, but very important trail easement to NC State 
Parks located along the Eno River at Pleasant Green 
Road. These tracts, along with Occoneechee Mountain 
and Eno River State Park, are on the proposed route 
of the NC Mountains-to-Sea Trail (MST). The donation 
of these properties to the State will help move things 
forward for the MST, eventually creating a hiking trail 
from the Great Smoky Mountains to the Outer Banks, 
traversing through Durham and Orange counties.    

The MST is not the only corridor planned for Durham 
and Orange counties. In 2014, the Eno River Association 
was among an innovative collaborative of environmental 
organizations, ecologists, universities, county and 
municipal governments, and state agencies.  The protected 
and managed lands across our landscape provide 
anchors for wildlife habitat and ecosystem services. 
The project partners realize the existing protected areas 
are in danger of becoming further isolated by roadways 
and other causes of habitat fragmentation.  In the face 
of increasing threats and environmental changes, these 
natural areas require protected landscape corridors to 
maintain ecosystem functions and processes.   

Almost four years since the first meeting, the Eno-New 
Hope Landscape Conservation Group is set to unveil the 
results of this ambitious project, which focuses on the 
Eno River and New Hope Creek watersheds, funded by 
Partners for Green Growth and Orange County, led by 
ecologist Julie Tuttle, Ph.D. and administered by Johnny 
Randall, Ph.D., NC Botanical Gardens. The results of this 
project will be discussed at the 2019 Orange County 
Environmental Summit. This work offers critical insight 
on the places that are essential for connectivity for our 
most sensitive wildlife species, leading to more successful 
wildlife populations and great ecological integrity into 
the future that is essential for protecting water quality, 
our local economy – including working farms and forests 
– and public health.

Eastern Box Turtle Photo by Bo Howes

Protecting 
Landscape 
Corridors

Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina) by Bo Howes
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Educating Our Community

EEEK (Eno Environmental Education for Kids) at the Festival for the Eno. Eno Education Station at Jambor-Eno.

Eno River Field Station for 39 middle and high school students for  
five days at our Confluence Natural Area.

iWalk the Eno Science and Nature Day Camp with 117 campers over  
two one-week programs at Eno River State Park. Stream-In at Fews Ford.

On September 20, 220 volunteers from Burt’s 
Bees assisted the Eno River Association as part of 
their Culture Day corporate philanthropic effort. 
Volunteers helped with projects at four different 
locations. At the Fews Ford access of Eno River 
State Park, 40 volunteers helped remove numerous 
sweet gum trees from a former open field. Nearly 
80 volunteers removed invasive plants from Penny’s 
Bend Nature Preserve and City of Durham’s West 
Point on the Eno Park.  At our Confluence Natural 

Area in northern Orange County, almost 100 
volunteers helped with several tasks including 
enhancing our 2017 restoration project. All of these 
volunteers got to participate in BioBlitz efforts to 
identify local animal and plant species as part of the 
E.O. Wilson Institute’s Half Earth Project. We are 
so grateful for the help of our partner organizations 
like Burt’s Bees! We couldn’t complete these and so 
many other projects without their fabulous corporate 
support.

Buzzing with Burt’s Bees Volunteers

Land & Stewardship Update
We have two new faces in our land and stewardship 
team. Kim Livingston is our new (old) Director of 
Conservation and Stewardship. Kim was the director 
starting in 2014 and left in 2017 to be the Land 
Conservation Manager at Orange County. Kim has 
over 10 years of land conservation experience and 
we are excited to have her back. She can be reached 
at kim@enoriver.org. 

Tom Davis, our Stewardship Associate, is our newest 
team member. Tom was formerly the Water Resource 
Coordinator for Orange County. He is a long-time 
resident of Durham and comes to us with years of 
experience in various environmental realms. Tom  
will lead stewardship workdays, so be on the lookout 
for volunteer requests. Tom can be contacted at  
tom@enoriver.org. 

Girl Scout litter pick-up at West Point on the Eno.

Kim Livingston Tom Davis
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You make protecting land, water, and wildlife in Durham and Orange counties possible. As our list of contributors 
has grown, it has become an increasing challenge to recognize everyone in our print newsletter. Although every 
gift is important and appreciated, the following lists recognize our Wildflower Society members and special 
honorary and memorial gifts only. We make every attempt to ensure accuracy when acknowledging donors and 
appreciate you notifying us of any errors.

Wildflower Society $500 and Over 
Leadership gifts made since June 1, 2018.

Thank you to our generous supporters

BLAZING STAR – $5,000 AND ABOVE
Greg Beck
Nan & Bob Dietrich
Marcia Eickmeier
Lonna & Richard Harkrader 
Mary Love May & Paul Gabrielson

LADY’S SLIPPER – 
$2,500 AND ABOVE
Phyllis & Bob Andrews
Andy Balber & Frances Kerr
Bill & Carol Charping
Sandy Davison
Virginia Gilbert
George & Rosemary Kolasa
Bascom Hall McKay & Frances Clayton 
McKay Charitable Fund of Triangle 
Community Foundation
Stuart & Linda Paynter
Aimee Tattersall
Julia Tyler
Chuck & Jean Wilson

CRESTED IRIS – $1,000 AND ABOVE
Anthony & Paula Adams
Larry Bohs & Elizabeth Searles-Bohs
Lynn Bowlby & Neal Ready
James Brosnan
Rick Burt
Jeff Chase & Nonna Skumanich
Sara & Rush Childs
Ann Colosia
Don & Judy Cox
Jade Dell
Barbara & Tom Driscoll
Chris Eubank & Lisa McQuay
Susan Gidwitz & Gail Freeman
Carson Harkrader & Gary Kueber
Corinna & Gordon Herbert
Alice & George Horton
Annette Jurgelski
Ryan & Rebekah Kelly
Charity Kirk
Ann and Bill Kirkland
Jeffrey & Lynne Koweek
Cathy & Randolph Lambe
David & Lissa Lutz
Jennifer McDuffie & Hal Kuhns
Karen McLachlan
Laurie McNeil & Pat Wallace
Amy McSwain & Garrick Skalski
Pamela Morse
Fred & Cathy Myers
Thomas Narten & Susan Rodger
Peter & Ona Pickens

Beth Preslar & Raleigh Roark
Mollie & Bill Purdy
Chris Richmond & Lucy Wilson
Elizabeth Robbins
David Roswell & Margaret Heraty
Cynthia Satterfield
Greig & Kristen Schneider
David & Olivia Singleton
Scott & Sarah Sipe
Darcie Smith & Eric Bauer
Amy & David Turner

TRILLIUM – $500 AND ABOVE
Donna Baird
Barbara Baker & Don Kritsch
Dawn & Joel Battiste
Tolly Boatwright & Paul Feldblum
Gail Boyarsky & Walter Fowler
Barbara Buckley & Scott Randell
Jane Caserta
Chuck & Diane Catotti
Julie Chappell 
Kevin & Patti Clayton
Melissa Clepper-Faith
Sandra Cook & Chuck Darsie
Mary & Mike Czysz
Spencer & Kristen Dicks
Fred Dietrich & Jenny Tenor
Elizabeth Dyer & Art Mines
Anne Emler 
Karen Fieselman
Dale & John Fluke
Eric Forslin
Harriette & Larry Frank
Mike & Ruth Freeman
John Garrison & Alanna Howard
Elsie Gillis
Jane Gledhill
Christy & Jim Gudaitis
Edd & Gita Gulati-Partee
Nancy Gustaveson
Lynn & David Harrington
David Henderson & Nancy Scott
Ken Hermey & Lisa Klatt
Benjamin & Nancy Hollifield
Joyce Hopkins
Taylor Hube & Avery Lutz
Sally & Rob Jackson
Barry & Robin Jacobs
Pelham Jacobs
Trish & Louis Kohler
Rick Larson
Marie & Ralph Liebelt
Chris & Anna Lynch
John & Margaret March

Gair McCullough
Brian & Sarah McGiverin
Larry & Linda Mercer
Bonny Moellenbrock & Michael Lowry
Jonas & Maggie Monast
Rich & Julie Mooney
Michael & Morgan Moylan
Amy & Kerry Mullenix
Cathy Murphy & John Manuel
Lisa Nadler & Deborah Pilkington
Robert & Vicki Nebes
Michelle Nowlin & John Tallmadge
Chris & Kelly O’Toole
Mary Panek
John Pearson & Gail Goodling
Jennifer Peifer & Nicholas Plummer
Bercedis Peterson
John Petranka & Sally Gewalt
Holly Reid & Rich Shaw
Kevin Reiner
Ron Spiegel
Bess Stephanz
Anna Stout
Tom Struhsaker & Theresa Pope
Estate of Tweedy Tattersall
Barney & Vivian Varner
Alexander van Nievelt
Wenny Wigley & Kevin Magill

Special Gifts
The following lists recognize donors who 
made contributions to special funds 
between May 16, 2019 and October 31, 
2019.

IN MEMORY OF
Sherry Bradley 
From Karen Avants to the Margaret C. 
Nygard Land Acquisition Fund
Wallace Burke 
From The Burke Family
Veronica Joyce Butler 
From Charlie Dill & Linda Davis
Gary Cutick
From Carol Bernstein 
Jean Brett 
Susan & Hannah Emerson Clapp
The Cutick-Cipolla Family
Peter & Roslyn Fanello
Bette & Steve Goldstein
Greig & Kristen Schneider
Matthew Schur
Mitchell Smilowitz & Audrey Sussman
Ralph Griesenbeck  
From Jen McDuffie

Dan Larson
From Pat Fennell to the Margaret C. 
Nygard Land Acquisition Fund
Marion Jackson & Jeffrey Clark
Cathy Shore & Kevin Joyce
Pamela Vancott
Denise Liveroy
From David Moser to the Festival for 
the Eno
Allen Lloyd
From Commissioner Evelyn Lloyd to the 
Allen Lloyd Fund for the Protection of 
the Upper Eno
Pepper & Kiska Longo
From Norma & Ray Longo
Beverly Moser
From David Moser to the Festival for 
the Eno
Bill Reid
From Sally & Rob Jackson
Commissioner Evelyn Lloyd to the Allen 
Lloyd Fund for the Protection of the 
Upper Eno
Dean Ruedrich
From Holly Reid & Rich Shaw
Bill Stephanz
From Bess Stephanz
Paul Stephanz
From Bess Stephanz
David Swanson
From Kia Thacker to the Environmental 
Education Fund
Bill Thompson III
From Natalie & Stacy Barbour

IN HONOR OF
Cliff Heindel
From Stephanie Heindel to the 
Margaret C. Nygard Land Acquisition 
Fund
Robin Jacobs
From Ann & Bland Simpson
Pat Kelly & Julie Sundermann
From Patrick Carry
John Koukopoulos
Eli Zigas & Savanna Ferguson
Jerry Lee & Holly Longo
From Norma & Ray Longo
Holly Reid
From Morgan & Michael Moylan
Margaret & Pete Schubert
From Alexa McKerrow & Milo Pyne
Jessica Sheffield  
From Robin Barth

The Nee Ningy Band
From Alastair Browne

Allen Lloyd Fund for 
the Protection of the 
Upper Eno
Contributions restricted to protecting 
land along the Upper Eno.
Barbara Lipes & Heather MacDonald
John Mayfield & Sharon Whitmore
Cynthia Satterfield

Confluence Fund
Contributions restricted to programs, 
facilities, and stewardship at the  
Confluence Natural Area.
Barbara & Tom Driscoll
Aimee Tattersall

Conservation Land 
Management Fund
Kristen Aquilino
Jody Maxwell

Environmental 
Education Fund
Contributions to support our educational 
programming for children and adults.
Sue Bachmann & John Hampton
Lauren Gustafson
Diana Neunkirchner
Elizabeth Quick

Festival for the Eno
Jonlyn & Wilson Angley
Jennifer & Mike Armstrong
Louise Beasley
Christopher Boyce
Bill & Carol Charping
Patricia Dickinson
Jo Fisher
Wendi & Timothy Gale
David Green
Barbara Harvey & Keith Jensen

Douglas & Erin Hensel
Ellie Hoke
Sam Jackson & Sarah Geer
John Jones
Annette Jurgelski
Trish & Louis Kohler
Lawrence & Melanie Liner
Alexa McKerrow & Milo Pyne
Karen McLachlan
Judy Murray
Debra & Paul Pagliughi
Carole & Neill Ross
Benjamin Sackmary
Melanie & Michael See
Diane & Robert Stranahan
Janice Stratton
Steve & Judy Thomson
Ann & David Umbach
Renee Weisner & Ken Schmader
Freddy & Paul Welty
Hope Wilder

2019 Festival for the 
Eno Sponsors
Adam & Eve
Alternative Aire Heating & Air 
Conditioning
Amana Heating & Air Conditioning
Babe Wines
BB&T
BioMerieux
Bold Rock Hard Cider
Citrix
City of Durham
CT Wilson Construction
Duke Energy
Duke Performances
Durham County
Durham County Sheriff’s Office
Durham Parks & Recreation
Eno Animal Hospital
Frog Hollow Outdoors
Great Outdoor Provision Co.
Hendrick Subaru Southpoint
High Strung Violins & Guitars
Indy Week
Larry’s Coffee
Luzianne

Montessori Community School
Murphy’s Naturals
Nantahala Outdoor Center
NC Solar Now
North Carolina State Parks
North Coast Brewing Company
North Durham Orthodontics
PSNC Energy
Sleep Number
Southern Energy Management
Sunrock
Texas Roadhouse
The Herald Sun
The News & Observer
T-Mobile
Topsail Technologies
TROSA
Vaguely Reminiscent
Whole Foods Market
WKIX
Zarazua Painting

Margaret C. Nygard 
Land Acquisition Fund
Contributions restricted to protecting 
land along the Eno.
Karen & Tim Avants
Jane Caserta
Rhonda Cohen & Jay Cunningham
Martin DeWitt & Laurel Sisler 
Karen Fieselman 
Virginia Gilbert
Stephanie Heindel
Elvira & Tom Howard
Ryan & Rebekah Kelly
George & Rosemary Kolasa
John & Sandy McCulloch
Amy & Kerry Mullenix
Kathy & Gary Palmer
Cynthia Satterfield
Richard Stern
Amy & David Turner

Land Stewardship 
Endowment Fund
Endowment contributions restricted to 
the perpetual stewardship of Association-
owned conservation lands.
Trisha Whelan

Foundation, Civic, & 
Corporate Support
Adele & Willard Gidwitz Family 
Foundation
BioMerieux
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North 
Carolina
Bull City Running Company
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Burt’s Bees Greater Good Foundation
City of Durham
City of Raleigh
Durham County
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation / 
Bank of America
Duke Energy
Durham Arts Council
Earth Share of North Carolina
F. M. Kirby Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Grace Jones Richardson Testamentary 
Trust
IBM
James and Mildred Wilkinson 
Charitable Foundation Inc.
New Belgium Brewing Company
North Carolina Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund
Orange County
PSNC Energy 
Red Pond Paradise Fund
The BIN Charitable Foundation
The Bydale Foundation
The Gratitude Fund
The Kamieniecki Sloan Charitable 
Fund
The Nandu Fund
The Silver Foundation
Triangle Community Foundation
Triangle Fly Fishers

Blazing star  
Liatris squarrulosa

Catesby’s Trillium  
Trillium catesbaei
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We are a proud member of

                                                                                                                                 
Eno River Association is proud to be an accredited land trust. 

December 2019
Annual Meeting & 
Holiday Celebration, 
Member Sale

January 2020
New Year’s Day Hike
Winter Hike Series Begins

March 2020
Spring Hike Series Begins

June 2020
iWalk the Eno Science  
& Nature Camp

July 2020
Festival for the Eno
Eno River Field Station

Upcoming Events

For more information about upcoming events visit our website at www.enoriver.org.

Save the Date 
Eno River Association New Year’s Day Hike
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
Hikes begin at 2:00 p.m. 
Eno River State Park, Few’s Ford Access | Durham, NC

Please allow 15 minutes to walk from the parking area to the 
gathering point.

The Eno River New Year’s Day Hike is as traditional to 
the Triangle’s first day of the year as black-eyed peas and 
resolutions.

Every year since 1971, we have sponsored a fun-filled afternoon of guided hikes, refreshments, 
and merriment. We’ll have a longer 5-mile hike as well as a shorter 2.6-mile route. Hot chocolate, 
marshmallows, and popcorn will be served around the fireplace at the end of the hike. There will be 
something for everyone, so come one, come all, and enjoy New Year’s Day at the Eno!

For more information contact our office at 919.620.9099 x4 or email hikes@enoriver.org.

4404 Guess Rd. 
Durham, NC 27712
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